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Seneca County EMA Situation Report #23
COVID-19 Response

April 13,2020

County EOC Status: Monitoring

State EOC: Activated

Distribution List: Villages, Townships, Seneca County Elected Officials, City of Tiffin Elected Officials, City
of Fostoria Elected Officials, Fire Chiefs, Law Enforcement, LEPC/HS and Mental Health Recovery
Services

Ohio

Confirmed Cases: 6881 (+1045 in last 72 hours)
Probable: 94

Confirmed Deaths: 268

Probable Deaths: 6

Seneca County

Confirmed Cases: 8
Deaths: 1
Resources:

Ohio ODH: coronavirus.ohio.gov
CDC: CDC.gov
Seneca County General Health District: senecahealthdistrict.org

Executive Summary

GOVERNOR: Gov. DeWine announced an order to compel nursing home and long-term care
facilities to notify families and caregivers of all residents when an employee or resident tests positive for
COVID-19. This notification must be completed within 24 hours.

Additionally, the state will begin releasing the names and addresses of all long-term care
facilities and nursing homes that have a minimum of one resident or employee case of COVID-19. We
will not be reporting numbers of cases or deaths.

Liquor stores in certain counties bordering Pennsylvania will be ordered to only sell liquor to
those with Ohio ids, active duty military ids and those with out of state ids but can prove their residence
with a bill or letter from employer in ohio. PA closed their state run liquor stores and PA residents are
coming to Ohio stores to purchase liquor. This order is to control and reduce the spread of the virus.

Governor DeWine reports that there is now an email set up to coordinate donations and offers
to help. This address is together@governor.ohio.gov.
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Dr. Acton reports there is a new coronavirus interactive dashboard at
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home/dashboard.

Seneca County General Health District:

Seneca County Health Commissioner will produce Facebook Live videos with updates from the
Health District. This will occur at 10:30 on Wednesdays. Videos will be archived on Facebook and can
be viewed live on the Health Department’s and Commissioner’s FB pages.

Emergency Management Agency

We would like to thank everyone who has donated PPE and other supplies to our health care
workers and first responders through the EMA. We are continuing to accept donations of the following
items: N95 masks, surgical/procedure masks, gowns, goggles, face shields, eye protection, disinfectant
wipes, hand sanitizer, bulk disinfectant, bulk hand soap, Isopropyl alcohol, Lysol concentrated cleaners
and thermometers. The Donation Center at the Public Safety building will be accepting donations from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. M-F. These resources will be prioritized and dispensed on the directive of the Seneca
County General Health District.

Blood Collection

The American Red Cross now faces a severe blood shortage due to an unprecedented number of
blood drive cancellations in response to the coronavirus outbreak. Blood donation is considered an
essential service to ensure the health of the community and is listed as an exception in the state order.
While everyone is being asked to avoid mass gatherings, it’s very important to note that blood drives are
not considered “mass gatherings.”

Mental Health and Recovery Board of Seneca, Sandusky and Wyandot Counties

The Mental Health and Recovery Services Board contracts with Firelands Counseling and
Recovery Services who are making the attached resource available to our healthcare workers and first
responders during this time.

During these uncertain times, our office may be closed to the public, however, we are still hard
at work to ensure that community member’s needs are met. Our board staff is ready to help you
navigate the resources. Call our office at 419.448.0640 for any questions regarding behavioral health.

City of Tiffin
Mayor’s Message: All City of Tiffin Municipal buildings shall remain closed to the public, except
for employees of the city through the end of day May 1, 2020. This closure includes family members of
city employees, friends of city employees, members of the general public, and employees currently on
any sort of leave. Current employees should only enter and exit other buildings and offices within the
city government if absolutely necessary. This includes all playgrounds and the city compost facility.
Declarations and orders by the Mayor and City Council can be found at tiffinohio.gov.
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Job and Family Services

For the week ending April 4, 2020, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS)
reported 226,007initial jobless claims to the U.S. Dept. of Labor, which is the second straight week that
more than 200,000 new claims were filed by Ohioans. The number of initial jobless claims filed in Ohio
over the last three weeks stands at 696,519. To put that in perspective, 364,603 initial jobless claims
were filed during the entire YEAR in 2019. Over these last three weeks, ODJFS has distributed more than
$124 million in unemployment compensation payments to more than 195,000 claimants.

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services urges individuals to file their claims online,
if possible, at unemployment.ohio.gov.

Employers with a critical need for employees are looking for workers. Go to
Ohiomeansjobs.gov or coronavirus.ohio.gov to search and apply.

Administration

Andrew Saul, Commissioner of Social Security, reminds the public that Social Security and
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefit payments will continue to be paid on time during the COVID-
19 pandemic. The agency also reminds everyone to be aware of scammers who try to take advantage of
the pandemic to trick people into providing personal information or payment via retail gift cards, wire
transfers, internet currency, or by mailing cash, to maintain Social Security benefit payments or receive
economic impact payments from the Department of the Treasury.

“Social Security will pay monthly benefits on time and these payments will not be affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic,” Commissioner Saul said. “l want our beneficiaries to be aware that scammers
may try to trick you into thinking the pandemic is stopping or somehow changing your Social Security
payments, but that is not true. Don’t be fooled.”

This daily situational report will be sent around 4 p.m. each day M-F and as needed over the weekend.
If you wish to update or add information to this report, please get it to the EMA at
jspahr@senecacountyohio.gov by 2:30 p.m. each day.
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